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PDF is a great file format that ensures a document looks exactly the way it should on any device or platform. Creating PDFs has never been ...









PDF is a great file format that ensures a document looks exactly the way it should on any device or platform. Creating PDFs has never been easier, but what if you want to make edits to a PDF and don’t have access to the original source file? Thanks to these three PDF editors you can make minor (and major) adjustments quickly and easily.



Edit PDFs with PDFelement 6 Professional

All the editing tools you need to make major changes to PDF documents can be found in PDFelement 6 Professional. Download a fully functioning trial and you’ll be able to try out its powerful editing and OCR tools. The full version comes in two flavours with one-year and perpetual licenses available: pay $49.95/$59.95 for PDFelement 6 Standard version, which includes all basic editing features, or gain extra features including OCR (Optical Character Recognition), form creation and batch processing with PDFelement 6 Professional (just $79.95/$99.95).

Edit text and images



To edit a PDF in PDFelement 6, open the program and click Edit PDF to load your PDF into the program. The Edit tool on the Edit tab of the ribbon will be pre-selected.

Any editable text is clearly marked by a text frame. Click inside it and if you can either select text or position the cursor within the text, you can make changes like you would in a word processor. You can also select the text to recolour or style it, and even change its font.

By default, text is edited paragraph by paragraph - choose 'Line Mode’ to switch to editing individual lines only to help preserve the layout.



Use the drag handles on the text frame itself to both move and resize the text frame. Press [Delete] to delete the text frame and its contents. The same can be done with any images in the document. Click 'Add Text’ or 'Add Image’ to add new text frames and images to the document, or right-click an existing image and choose 'Replace Image’ to replace it with another. These frames and be resized and repositioned as required using their drag handles too.



Page-editing tools

You’ll also find tools for cropping a page - click it and then use the controls to select which part of the page to preserve. You can then apply the crop to a single page, all pages or a range of pages. It’s also possible to add watermarks and backgrounds to the document, insert headers and footers across all pages and change the page numbering.

Manage pages from the Page tab. Here you can quickly insert, split and replace pages, plus extract individual pages into new documents. You can also rearrange pages by drag and drop, plus add a page numbering scheme for those pages that need them. 



Mark up and add forms

Markup tools can be found on the Comment tab - from here you can overlay text boxes, typewritten comments, hand-drawn annotations, labels, stamps and more.

If you want to create your own PDF form for people to fill in electronically, switch to the Form tab in PDFelement 6 Professional. Not only can you create various elements - text, check boxes, dropdown menus and so on - but you can also extract data from existing forms and documents too.



Convert a scanned document to editable text

When you scan in a text document - handwritten or machine typed, the PDF file only records it as an image. Load it into PDFelement 6 Professional and it’ll automatically detect the existence of text and offer to convert it to editable text - click 'Perform OCR’ to do so. The first time you do this, you’ll be prompted to download the OCR Library.

Once complete, you’ll be asked if you want to make the text searchable or editable. Searchable text has no effect on the page layout, while choosing 'Editable Text’ will replace the text images with actual text you can edit later like in a word processor. This may affect the layout of the PDF, so a copy of the original file is created, leaving the original document untouched.



Edit PDFs with PDFill PDF Editor

Free editing tools are thin on the ground, but one does exist for Windows in the form of PDFill PDF Editor Basic. Its user interface is dated and confusing to navigate, but you can perform some (limited) editing with it:

1. The program has an OCR function, but it can’t be used on existing PDFs; instead, you load in an image (such as JPG or PNG) containing text, then run it through the program.

2. Existing text can’t be edited in the same way it can in PDFelement 6. You can insert additional text boxes to add more text, but you can’t edit text already in the document.

3. The program also supports adding images, comments (via various markup tools), barcodes and forms.

4. If you want to edit your document’s structure - for example, to split, reorder or delete pages - then you’ll need to launch the companion PDFill PDF Tools utility, which is installed alongside PDFill PDF Editor Basic.



Edit PDFs on a Mac

The simplest way to edit PDF documents on your Mac is with the built-in Preview tool:

1. Use the Thumbnail view (View > Thumbnails) to delete, rearrange and add pages to your document. Select a page, then press [Delete], drag and drop to change its page ordering or choose Edit > Insert > Page from File… or Blank Page to add new pages.

2. Pages can also be cropped - choose Tools > Rectangular Selection to make your selection, then choose Tools > Crop.

3. Various markup tools can be found under Tools > Annotation.

There’s no OCR functionality in Preview, and you can’t change text already on the page. Don’t forget to choose File > Save to apply your changes - select the Quartz Filter drop-down menu to access additional options include one to reduce the file size for sharing by email.
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Abandoned mall department stores may become Amazon’s next fulfillment centers

 One of the largest owners of shopping mall real estate in the United Stages, Simon Property Group , has been talking to Amazon about transf...






	







Here's a First Look at the New MacBook Pro Keyboard

 Apple is on the verge of perfecting the low profile keyboard, and so far, it’s only taken them three tries and an endless repair program to...






	







Picked up a Black Friday Kindle deal? Here are the accessories and extras you need

 Amazon Australia's Black Friday sale has great offers all three of its Kindle ereaders, including the very first discount on the 2021 ...






	

Excellent Sony WH-1000XM3 deal gets you the best headphones of 2019 for less

Black Friday is here, and there are great offers to be had, including a couple of excellent headphone deals we've spotted right here. ...






	







Apple's iPhone 13 launch shows that Samsung does pre-orders better

 Grab the pitchforks, it's time for an Apple vs. Samsung discussion. Two of the world's biggest phone brands, each with lovable feat...






	







Chinese malware removed from SOHO routers after FBI issues covert commands

Routers were being used to conceal attacks on critical infrastructure. http://dlvr.it/T2XK1Z






	

Microsoft has a Linux-flavored treat in store for Windows Server users

 Microsoft has announced that Windows Server 2022 now supports Windows Subsystem for Linux 2 (WSL2), giving users access to more of the capa...






	







The City of Tomorrow Will Run on Your Toilet Water

Researchers are finding better ways to extract drinking water, compost, and even energy from wastewater. It’s not gross. It’s science. htt...






	







The Danger Lurking Just Below Ukraine's Surface

The widespread use of mines has left Ukrainians scrambling to find ways to clear the explosives. New efforts to develop mine-clearing techno...






	







YouTube rolling out redesigned channel pages on TVs

 YouTube’s work on optimizing the viewing experience for connected/smart TVs continues with a redesign of channel pages for all Creators. m...
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Valentine's Day gift ideas 2021: top 15 gadgets for Aussie tech lovers

 Flowers and chocolates are all well and good, but if you’re looking for the perfect Valentine’s Day gift for that special someone (or for y...






	







Here's a First Look at the New MacBook Pro Keyboard

 Apple is on the verge of perfecting the low profile keyboard, and so far, it’s only taken them three tries and an endless repair program to...






	

The 10 best Black Friday deals we've seen today: cheap AirPods, bargain Fitbits and more

When you've spent so many hours trawling through deals to look for the good stuff, sometimes all you want to do is... tell the world abo...






	







Best blogging sites of 2021: Free and paid blog platforms

 Free blogging sites have come a long way in recent years, and it’s now easier than ever to create a professional-looking blog to share a ho...






	







Picked up a Black Friday Kindle deal? Here are the accessories and extras you need

 Amazon Australia's Black Friday sale has great offers all three of its Kindle ereaders, including the very first discount on the 2021 ...
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